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1) What are the school refusal 
profiles?

There are multiple causes of school 
refusal (Kearney and Silverman, 1993)

Limitation considering a 
homogeneous group

IDENTIFICATION OF GROUPS OF SCHOOL REFUSAL PROFILES!



1) What are the school refusal 
profiles?

Dave and Orpinas (2009)

• 99 US students (M=12,5; SD=1,38).
• Three profiles:

✓ Mixed school refusal profile.
✓ School refusal by positive

reinforcement.
✓ Non-school refusal profile.

LACK OF INVESTIGATIONS IN SPANISH ADOLESCENTS!



2) How is the relation between 
school refusal and 

psychoeducational variables?

SCHOOL ANXIETY
• School refusal behaviour

(negative and positive
reinforcement) positive
predictor of high school anxiety.

ANXIETY
• Negative school refusal

behaviour high on anxiety.
• School refusal behaviour

(positive reinforcement: III)
high separation anxiety
disorder.

• School refusal behaviour on
tangible reinforcements (IV)
positive correlated to
behaviour problems.

SOCIAL ANXIETY
• School refusal behaviour

comorbidity with social anxiety.



3) Which are the characteristics of 
the school refusal profiles in Spain 

and Ecuador?

OBJECTIVES (5 articles)
• To identify school refusal behaviour

profiles in Spanish and Ecuadorian
children (quick cluster analysis and
latent class analysis).

• Relationship wit:
❖ School anxiety.
❖ Depression, anxiety and stress.
❖ Social functioning.
❖ Social anxiety and family

functioning.



3) Which are the characteristics of 
the school refusal profiles in Spain 

and Ecuador?
Spain

Gonzálvez, C., Inglés, C. J., Sanmartín, R., Vicent, M., Fernández-Sogorb, A., and García-Fernández, J. M. 
(2018). A cluster analysis of school refusal behavior: Identification of profiles and risk for school anxiety. 
International Journal of Educational Research, 90, 43-49. doi: 10.1016/j.ijer.2018.05.006



3) Which are the characteristics of 
the school refusal profiles in Spain 

and Ecuador?

STUDY 1
• 1113 students ages ranged from 8 to

12 (M=9.53; SD=1.10) from Alicante
Spain.

• The 18-items Spanish version of the
SRAS-R (Gonzálvez et al., 2016).

• School Anxiety Inventory for
Children (SAI-C; Gómez-Núñez,
2015).

• Quick cluster analysis.
• Four profiles.
• School anxiety (Mixed

Reinforcement and Negative
Reinforcement).

Spain



3) Which are the characteristics of 
the school refusal profiles in Spain 

and Ecuador?
Ecuador

Gonzálvez, C., Kearney, C. A., Jiménez-Ayala, C. E., Sanmartín, R., Vicent, M., Inglés, C. J., and García-
Fernández, J. M. (2018). Functional profiles of school refusal behavior and their relationship with
depression, anxiety, and stress. Psychiatry Research, 269, 140-144. doi: 10.1016/j.psychres.2018.08.069



3) Which are the characteristics of 
the school refusal profiles in Spain 

and Ecuador?

STUDY 2
• 1582 aged 12–18 years (M=14.83;

SD=1.86) Ecuadorian sample from
Quito.

• The Spanish version developed by
Gonzálvez et al. (2016)

• Spanish version provided by Fonseca
et al. (2010) Depression, Anxiety and
Stress Scale-21 (DASS-21; Lovibond
and Lovibond 1995).

• Latent class analysis.
• Three profiles.
• Depression, anxiety and stress

(Multiple-SR high and Non-SR low).

Ecuador



3) Which are the characteristics of 
the school refusal profiles in Spain 

and Ecuador?
Spain

Gonzálvez, C., Inglés, C. J., Fernández-Sogorb, A., Sanmartín, R., Vicent, M., and García-Fernández, J. M.
(2018): Profiles derived from the School Refusal Assessment Scale-Revised and its relationship to
anxiety. Educational Psychology. doi: 10.1080/01443410.2018.1530734



3) Which are the characteristics of 
the school refusal profiles in Spain 

and Ecuador?

STUDY 3
• 1113 students aged between 8 and

11 years (M=9.53; SD=1.10) from
Alicante Spain.

• The Spanish version of the SRAS-R
by Gonzálvez et al. (2016).

• The Spanish version of the Visual
Analogue Scale for Anxiety-Revised
(Bernstein and Garfinkel, 1992).

• Quick cluster analysis.
• Four profiles.
• Anxiety: Mixed Reinforcements

highest and Non-School Refusers
(lowest).

Spain



3) Which are the characteristics of 
the school refusal profiles in Spain 

and Ecuador?
Spain

Gonzálvez, C., Inglés, C. J., Kearney, C. A., Sanmartín, R., Vicent, M., and García-Fernández, J. M. (2019).
Relationship between school refusal behavior and social functioning: a cluster analysis approach.
European Journal of Education and Psychology, 12(1), 17-29. doi: 10.30552/ejep.v12i1.238



3) Which are the characteristics of 
the school refusal profiles in Spain 

and Ecuador?

STUDY 4
• 1212 students aged between 8 and

11 years (M=9.12; SD=1.05) from
Alicante and Murcia (Spain).

• The Spanish version of the SRAS-R
(Gonzálvez et al., 2016).

• Child and Adolescent Social Adaptive
Functioning Scale (CASAFS; Price,
Spence, Sheffield, and Donovan,
2002).

• Quick cluster analysis.
• Four profiles.
• Social functioning: Non-SRB high;

Mixed and tangible low.

Spain



3) Which are the characteristics of 
the school refusal profiles in Spain 

and Ecuador?
Spain

Gonzálvez, C., Díaz-Herrero, A., Sanmartín, R., Vicent, M., Pérez-Sánchez, A., and García-Fernández, J. M.
(2019). Identifying Risk Profiles of School Refusal Behavior: Differences in Social Anxiety and Family
Functioning Among Spanish Adolescents. International Journal of Environmental Research and Public
Health, 16(3731), 1-17. doi: 10.3390/ijerph16193731



3) Which are the characteristics of 
the school refusal profiles in Spain 

and Ecuador?

STUDY 5
• 1842 students whose ages ranged

between 15 and 18 years (M = 16.43, SD
= 1.05) from Alicante and Murcia (Spain).

• The Spanish version of the SRAS-R
Gonzálvez et al. (2016)

• Social Anxiety Scale for Adolescents (SAS-
A).

• Family APGAR Scale (APGAR; Smilkstein,
1978).

• Latent class analysis.
• Social anxiety: High SRB highest and Non-

SRB lowest.
• Family functioning: High SRB lowest and

Non-SRB highest.

Spain



4) Conclusions

➢ Variety of existing school refusal behaviour
profiles and attend to their particularities.

➢ Offering a more targeted response adapted
to these characteristics.

➢ Controlling mixed and negative
reinforcement and High SRB groups.

➢ Improving social skills, developing positive
relationships and reducing emotional
distress (prevention).

➢ More research is needed.
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