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• supports the implementation of inclusive education 

• operates under the Finnish National Board of 

Education

Each of six Valteri units offer

• Support Services for Inclusive Education 

• Valteri School education and rehabilitation 

for special educational needs

FINLAND

E U R O P E

Read more: Oph.fi/English
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Valteri Center for 

Learning and Consulting
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t-qsfCFpu64
http://www.oph.fi/ENGLISH
http://www.oph.fi/ENGLISH
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Finnish Education System

➢Pre-school education (1y)

• For six years olds

• Systematic instruction and education 

• day care centres, kindergartens or 
comprehensive schools

➢Compulsory education (9y) 

• For 7 to 16 years

• Primary school

• Secondary school
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Gradual Support

‘Education for All’ is provided 

primarily in inclusive schools 

with the philosophy and practices 

of gradual support. 

Followed by each pre-school and 

compulsory education provider in Finland 

SPECIAL
SUPPORT

INTENSIFIED 
SUPPORT

GENERAL SUPPORT
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• Ministry of Education and 
Culture set an improvement
group 2015 – 2017 to 
examine how the rights of 
the students who need
demanding special support
are met in Finnish schools

• They came up with 12 
suggestions to improve the
situation

Johanna Sergejeff

Demanding special needs in 
pre-school and basic education
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Specialized health care
e.g. psychologist

Social work, 
child wellfare

Right for education
and learning?
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Tuuve 2017 - 2019
Supported online teaching in specific situations

• Financed by the Ministry of Culture and 
Education

• Valteri and Otava Folk High School joined
forces

• Our goal is to develop and monitor a 
program which uses ideas from blended
learning to help the school refusing
students to get their final diploma and to 
continue their studies at secondary level

Johanna Sergejeff
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Entering Tuuve program
• For tier 3 students

• The parents and the school fill in 
the application for online studies in cooperation

• The criteria for admission are:

• Age 15 – 17 years

• The student has been diagnosed with a condition which in part causes the
student problems in attending school

• All local means and forms of support available in the school and municipality
have been tried out and exhausted (special needs support)

• The student is presently receiving local multidisciplinary support such as 
specialised health care and/or social work

Johanna Sergejeff
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Students

Children in the final year(s) 
of their compulsory
education who are refusing
to go to school due to 
psychological reasons

Children who are unable to 
attend school due to a 
physical condition

Severe allergies etc.
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Screened teaching from own school

Online quidance and support

Online teaching

Learning environment and 
materials

Online meetings

Face-to-face teaching and 
support at school

Otavanopisto.muikkuverkko.fi

Otavanopisto.muikkuverkko.fi
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Meetings in Adobe Connect
- Group lessons with subject teachers
- Monday meetings with other

students, peer support
- Individual meetings with mentors
- Meetings for parents



www.otf2017.f
i

Johanna Sergejeff

Muikku – learning environment

• Courses in different subjects

• CC-licences
• otavanopisto.muikkuverkko.fi

• Group courses with subject teacher

• Non-stop courses at individual pace

• No testing
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Mentoring and follow up
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Results

• 2014 – 2019 about 100 students

• 1 – 2 years in the program

• 35% boys, 65% girls

• ~10% won’t start after the first meeting

• ~10% quit after doing some studies (hospital school, back to 
neigbourhood school)

• ~85% continue their studies in secondary education

• Vocational studies

• Secondary high school

• Research is done in University of Jyväskylä

Johanna Sergejeff
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Intervention: 
Enhancing participation 

in school 

Participation in school’s
activities

Performing successfully 
at school

Evoking a student’s, 
parent’s, and school 
personnel’s hope of 

success

Identification:
Sense of belonging to a 

group
Valuing school-related

outcomes

Back to 
neighborhood 

school: Main focus 
on enhancing 

identification with 
school

Participation-identification model (Finn, 1989; Finn & Zimmer, 2012
as cited in Virtanen, T. Takaisin kouluun, 2019)
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1.1.2018

Thank you! 
Kiitos Let’s do it 

together!

Johanna.sergejeff@valteri.fi


